
SUSPICIOUS OCOURENCE ON THE ROAD BETWEEN THE GREY AND 
HOKITIKA.(From The Colonist, July 31 1866.) 
 
We have spoken more than once about the number of men who have been killed on 
the road between Hokitika and the Grey; and a remarkable fact is testified to by the 
person concerned which may be found worth investigating. About three months ago, 
a resident at Hokitika, who passed through Nelson the other day, had an adventure 
of a peculiar kind while travelling on foot between Hokitika and the Grey. As he was 
walking along towards the Grey, he came to a hole in the sand below highwater 
mark. The hole was from five to six feet long and not very deep, but apparently newly 
dug. He supposed that this was the work of some persons who had just gone before 
him, and who had been prospecting the beach by fossicking in the sand. A few yards 
further on he came to a small creek, in crossing which he observed blood on the 
stones at the side. Not having the slightest suspicion of evil he conjectured that 
some traveller may have cut himself or bled his nose by slipping in the water; and he 
passed on. Less than fifty yards further on a man came abruptly out of the bush to 
the road in front of the gentleman, and, lighting his pipe at the time, he asked what 
news there was from the diggings clown there. Mr. M. # replied generally that things 
were going on well, and again passed on. About sixty yards further on another man 
stepped out from the bush a short distance in front of Mr. M. who, on this second 
appearance, was somewhat alarmed, as he had some gold and notes with him, 
having been collecting, but his funds were principally in drafts. The man scrutinised 
him as he came up, passed the compliments of the day, and Mr. M. walked on, his 
doing so safely having set his mind at rest, and inducing him to believe that he had 
been unnecessarily suspicious. 

Since hearing of the revelation made by Sullivan, and particularly the references to 
the murders on the West Coast and the reported burial of the bodies in the sand, Mr. 
M. has formed the conviction that most probably he had passed along the track just 
after the commission of a murder, that the hole in the sand was the victim's grave, 
and that the blood on the stones in the creek was his blood showing the spot where 
the murder had been committed; that the body had been concealed in the bush not 
far from the hole, that one or two of the men were with the body, and that the two 
others who appeared to come so purposelessly out of the bush on the other side of 
the creek and accosted him, were " keeping the road," and that his own life was 
spared because they thought he had seen nothing. If these conjectures are right, 
(and they of course are only conjectures, but by no means unsound,) knowing what 
everyone now knows, it would be well to make further enquiry. The appearance of 
the men on the road, if a crime had been committed in which they were concerned, 
may be easily accounted for, by supposing that they were prompted by their own 
suspicions of each passer by, and came out to be in readiness to act at once on 
receiving a signal from their mates on the other side of the creek ; that is if they were 
there, and if the hole in the sand was intended to be some poor fellow's grave. We 
give the story as it was told to us. Burial in the sand within high water mark, leaves 
the waves to do the rest, and a body may be either further covered by each tide, or 
unearthed by a storm, carried out to sea and seen no more. This we know was the 
system of burial followed by Burgess and his crew, as told by Sullivan. 

 


